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ASN Communities Mark One Year Anniversary
By Zach Cahill

T

o increase inclusivity and accessibility, the American Society of
Nephrology (ASN) introduced a
new member benefit in March 2016: an
online community.
As ASN has grown, it has become even
more important to leverage the society’s
diverse and global membership. Filling
that need requires a digital platform where
all members can network, collaborate,
discuss, and lead around important issues
facing nephrology.
One year since implementation, ASN
Communities continue to evolve to pro-
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vide members opportunities to network
and collaborate. Rather than being rigid,
ASN Communities seek to be responsive
and bottom up, providing a venue for the
society’s members to set their own agendas
and pursue what they care about. Before
Communities, the average ASN member
had few opportunities to be involved with
the society and even fewer avenues to connect with fellow members. Now, all members can meet outside ASN Kidney Week
and lead in any area of interest.
ASN Communities are a central hub
for members to tap into the diversity of

compound was teratogenic at doses of 25 and 50 mcg/kg/day. A dose of 5
mcg/kg/day was not teratogenic. In a similar study in rats, calcifediol was not
teratogenic at doses up to and including 60 mcg/kg/day.

Increase in Serum Calcium: Patients randomized to RAYALDEE experienced
a greater mean (SE) increase in serum calcium (P<0.001) than patients
randomized to placebo [i.e., 0.2 (0.02) mg/dL on RAYALDEE versus 0.1 (0.03)
mg/dL on placebo from baseline to trial end]. Six subjects (2%) in the RAYALDEE
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility
RAYALDEE® (calcifediol) extended-release capsules, for oral use
treatment group and no subjects (0%) in the placebo group required dose
No neoplastic changes attributable to calcifediol were observed at subcutaneous
reductions for protocol-defined hypercalcemia (two consecutive serum calcium
doses of 3, 10 and 33 mcg/kg/day in a 26-week rasH2 transgenic mouse study.
values greater than 10.3 mg/dL). A total of 4.2% of RAYALDEE treated subjects
In vitro or in vivo mutagenicity studies have not been performed with RAYALDEE.
and 2.1% of placebo treated subjects experienced at least 1 elevation in serum
No genotoxic or mutagenic effects have been reported with calcifediol.
calcium above the upper limit of normal (10.5 mg/dL).
Calcifediol has not been shown to have significant effects on fertility in rats.
Increase in Serum Phosphorus: Patients randomized to RAYALDEE experienced
Labor and Delivery: The effect of this drug on the mother and fetus during
a greater mean (SE) increase in serum phosphorus than patients randomized
labor and delivery is not known.
INDICATIONS AND USAGE:
to placebo [i.e., 0.2 (0.03) mg/dL on RAYALDEE versus 0.1 (0.04) mg/dL
Nursing
Mothers:
Limited
available
evidence
indicates
that
calcifediol
is
RAYALDEE® is a vitamin D3 analog indicated for the treatment of secondary
on placebo from baseline to trial end]. One subject (0.4%) in the RAYALDEE
poorly excreted in human milk. Caution should be exercised when RAYALDEE is
hyperparathyroidism in adult patients with stage 3 or 4 chronic kidney disease and
treatment group met protocol-defined hyperphosphatemia (two consecutive serum
administered to a nursing woman.
serum total 25-hydroxyvitamin D levels less than 30 ng/mL. RAYALDEE is not indiphosphorus values >5.5 mg/dL deemed to be study drug related) compared to
Pediatric Use: The safety and efficacy of RAYALDEE have not been established
cated for the treatment of secondary hyperparathyroidism in patients with stage 5
no subjects in the placebo group. A total of 45% of RAYALDEE treated subjects
in pediatric patients.
chronic kidney disease or in patients with end-stage renal disease on dialysis.
and 44% of placebo treated subjects experienced at least one elevation in serum
Geriatric Use: Of the total number of subjects in phase 3 placebo-controlled
phosphorus above the upper limit of normal (4.5 mg/dL).
clinical studies of RAYALDEE, 63% were ≥65 years of age and 22% were ≥75
CONTRAINDICATIONS:
years of age. No overall differences in the safety or efficacy of RAYALDEE were
None
To report SUSPECTED ADVERSE REACTIONS, contact OPKO
observed between subjects older than 65 years and younger subjects.
Pharmaceuticals, LLC at 1-844-729-2539 or FDA at 1-800-FDAWARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS
Renal Impairment
1088 or www.fda.gov/medwatch
Hypercalcemia may occur during RAYALDEE treatment. Acute hypercalcemia may
No difference in efficacy was observed between patients with stage 3 chronic
increase the risk of cardiac arrhythmias and seizures and may potentiate the effect
DRUG INTERACTIONS
kidney disease or those with stage 4 disease in subgroup analysis. Safety
of digitalis on the heart. Chronic hypercalcemia can lead to generalized vascular
outcomes were similar in these subgroups. The safety and efficacy of RAYALDEE in CYP3A Inhibitors
calcification and other soft-tissue calcification. Severe hypercalcemia may require
the treatment of secondary hyperparathyroidism in patients with stage 2 or stage Cytochrome P450 inhibitors, such as ketoconazole, atazanavir, clarithromycin,
emergency attention.
5 chronic kidney disease and patients with end-stage renal disease on dialysis
indinavir, itraconazole, nefazodone, nelfinavir, ritonavir, saquinavir, telithromycin or
Hypercalcemia may be exacerbated by concomitant administration of high
have not been established [see Indications and Usage].
voriconazole, may inhibit enzymes involved in vitamin D metabolism (CYP24A1
doses of calcium containing preparations, thiazide diuretics, or other vitamin D
Overdosage
and CYP27B1), and may alter serum levels of calcifediol. Dose adjustment of
compounds. In addition, high intake of calcium and phosphate concomitantly
Excessive administration of RAYALDEE can cause hypercalciuria, hypercalcemia,
RAYALDEE may be required, and serum 25-hydroxyvitamin D, intact PTH and
with vitamin D compounds may lead to hypercalciuria and hyperphosphatemia.
hyperphosphatemia, or oversuppression of intact PTH. Common symptoms of
serum calcium concentrations should be closely monitored if a patient initiates or
In these circumstances, frequent serum calcium monitoring and RAYALDEE dose
vitamin D overdosage may include constipation, decreased appetite, dehydration, discontinues therapy with a strong CYP3A4 inhibitor.
adjustments may be required. Patients with a history of hypercalcemia prior to
fatigue, irritability, muscle weakness, or vomiting.
initiating therapy with RAYALDEE should be monitored more frequently for possible
Thiazides
Treatment of acute accidental overdosage with RAYALDEE should consist of general
hypercalcemia during therapy.
Thiazides are known to induce hypercalcemia by reducing excretion of calcium in
supportive measures. If the overdosage is discovered within a short time, induce
Patients should be informed about the symptoms of elevated serum calcium,
the urine.
emesis or perform gastric lavage to prevent further absorption. Obtain serial
which include feeling tired, difficulty thinking clearly, loss of appetite, nausea,
Concomitant administration of thiazides with RAYALDEE may cause hypercalcemia.
serum and urine calcium measurements, and assess any electrocardiographic
vomiting, constipation, increased thirst, increased urination, and weight loss.
Patients may require more frequent serum calcium monitoring in this setting.
abnormalities due to hypercalcemia. Discontinue supplemental calcium. Treat
Hypercalcemia of any cause, including RAYALDEE, increases the risk of digitalis
with standard medical care if persistent and markedly elevated serum calcium
Cholestyramine
toxicity. In patients using RAYALDEE concomitantly with digitalis compounds,
levels occur.
Cholestyramine has been reported to reduce intestinal absorption of fat-soluble
monitor both serum calcium and patients for signs and symptoms of digitalis
Calcifediol is not significantly removed by dialysis.
vitamins and may impair the absorption of calcifediol, the active ingredient in
toxicity and increase the frequency of monitoring when initiating or adjusting the
RAYALDEE. Dose adjustment of RAYALDEE may be required, and serum total
ADVERSE REACTIONS
dose of RAYALDEE.
25-hydroxyvitamin D, intact PTH and serum calcium concentrations should be
Adynamic bone disease with subsequent increased risk of fractures may develop if The data in Table 1 are derived from two pivotal studies described below. These
closely monitored if a patient initiates or discontinues therapy with cholestyramine.
data reflect exposure of 285 subjects to RAYALDEE 30 or 60 mcg daily for up to
intact PTH levels are suppressed by RAYALDEE to abnormally low levels. Monitor
6 months (mean 24 weeks, range 1 to 31 weeks). The mean age of the study Other Agents
intact PTH levels and adjust RAYALDEE dose, if needed.
population was 66 years old (range 25-85 years). Half of the subjects were
Phenobarbital or other anticonvulsants or other compounds that stimulate
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
male, 65% were White, and 32% were African-American or Black. At baseline,
microsomal hydroxylation reduce the half-life of calcifediol, the active ingredient
Important Dosage and Administration Information
subjects had secondary hyperparathyroidism, stage 3 (52%) or 4 (48%) chronic in RAYALDEE. Dose adjustment of RAYALDEE may be required, and serum total
• Ensure serum calcium is below 9.8 mg/dL before initiating treatment.
kidney disease without macroalbuminuria and serum total 25-hydroxyvitamin D
25-hydroxyvitamin D, intact PTH and serum calcium concentrations should be
• Instruct patients to swallow RAYALDEE capsules whole.
levels less than 30 ng/mL. The most common causes of chronic kidney disease
closely monitored if a patient initiates or discontinues therapy with phenobarbital
• Instruct patients to skip a missed dose and to resume taking the medicine at
were diabetes and hypertension and the mean estimated GFR at baseline was 31 or other anticonvulsants.
the next regularly scheduled time. Do not administer an extra dose.
mL/min/1.73 m2. At baseline, mean plasma intact PTH was 148 pg/mL, mean
HOW SUPPLIED
serum calcium was 9.2 mg/dL, mean serum phosphorus was 3.7 mg/dL and
Starting Dose and Dose Titration
mean serum 25-hydroxyvitamin D was 20 ng/mL.
RAYALDEE is supplied as 30 mcg calcifediol in blue, oval extended-release
• The initial dose of RAYALDEE is 30 mcg administered orally once daily at
Table 1 shows common adverse reactions associated with the use of RAYALDEE in capsules, imprinted O:
bedtime.
the pooled placebo-controlled trials. These adverse reactions were not present at
• The maintenance dose of RAYALDEE should target serum total 25-hydroxyvitaBottles of 30 [NDC 70301-1001-1]
baseline, occurred more commonly on RAYALDEE than on placebo, and occurred in
min D levels between 30 and 100 ng/mL, intact parathyroid hormone (PTH)
at least 1.4% of patients treated with RAYALDEE.
Bottles of 60 [NDC 70301-1001-2]
levels within the desired therapeutic range, serum calcium (corrected for low
albumin) within the normal range and serum phosphorus below 5.5 mg/dL.
STORAGE AND HANDLING
Table 1. Common Adverse Reactions in Placebo-controlled Trials
• Monitor serum calcium, serum phosphorus, serum total 25-hydroxyvitamin D
Reported in ≥1.4% of RAYALDEE-Treated Subjects
Store at 20-25°C (68-77°F); excursions permitted to 15-30°C (59-86°F)
and intact PTH levels at a minimum of 3 months after initiation of therapy or
[see USP Controlled Room Temperature].
dose adjustment, and subsequently at least every 6 to 12 months.
Placebo
RAYALDEE
• Increase the dose to 60 mcg orally once daily at bedtime after approximately
RAYALDEE is a registered trademark of OPKO Ireland Global Holdings Ltd.
Adverse Reaction
N=144
N=285
3 months, if intact PTH remains above the desired therapeutic range. Prior to
Patent: http://www.opko.com/products/patents/
%
%
raising the dose, ensure serum calcium is below 9.8 mg/dL, serum phosphorus
is below 5.5 mg/dL and serum total 25-hydroxyvitamin D is below
Rev. 06/2016
Anemia
3.5
4.9
100 ng/mL.
Nasopharyngitis
2.8
4.9
• Suspend dosing if intact PTH is persistently and abnormally low to reduce the
Blood creatinine increased
1.4
4.9
risk of adynamic bone disease [see Warnings and Precautions], if serum calcium
Dyspnea
2.8
4.2
is consistently above the normal range to reduce the risk of hypercalcemia [see
Cough
2.1
3.5
Warnings and Precautions], or if serum total 25-hydroxyvitamin D is consistently
Cardiac failure congestive
0.7
3.5
above 100 ng/mL. Restart at a reduced dose after these laboratory values
Constipation
2.8
3.2
have normalized.
Manufactured for:
Bronchitis
0.7
2.8
USE IN SPECIFIC POPULATIONS
OPKO Pharmaceuticals, LLC
Hyperkalemia
0.7
2.5
Teratogenic Effects - Pregnancy Category C: Calcifediol has been
4400 Biscayne Blvd
Osteoarthritis
0.7
2.1
shown to be teratogenic in rabbits when given in doses of 8 to 16 times the
Hyperuricemia
0.7
1.8
Miami FL 33137
human dose of 60 mcg/day, based on body surface area. There are no adequate
Contusion
0.0
1.8
and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. RAYALDEE should be used during
© 2016 OPKO Ireland Global Holdings Ltd.
OP-US-0071-092016v.1
pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies potential risk to the fetus.
Pneumonia
0.7
1.4
When calcifediol was given orally to bred rabbits on the 6th through the 18th day
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
0.0
1.4
of gestation, gross visceral and skeletal examination of pups indicated that the

expertise in the field of nephrology. By
providing intuitive ways to talk with
others via discussion threads, posts, and
direct messages, members communicate
with each other. Discovering others via
profiles, sharing your work via libraries,
and enjoying focused discussion in diverse
communities all facilitate collaboration.
The Communities have covered significant ground over the past year. The platform has emerged as an important part
of the lives of international members. In
2016, 20% of Communities contributors
were international members, who accounted for 21% of total logins. A critical part of
initiating the new ASN Strategic Plan was
establishing inclusive communities with
dedicated leaders and agendas to serve the
varied interests of the society’s members. To
that end, ASN Communities now offer 11
communities with 34 leaders and 5853 total posts. The Open Forum hosts dozens of
issues not yet represented in separate communities.
ASN Communities provide a platform
to discuss many critical issues, including
the American Board of Internal Medicine’s
Maintenance of Certification Program, interest in nephrology careers, basic science,
and much more. Many members visit the
site to get help on cases, providing the opportunity for educational discussions about
best practices and the latest evidence.
Coinciding with the one-year anniversary, ASN is simplifying the process to
open new communities and revamping
the role of community leaders. Other enhancements include adding interest codes
to profiles, a best answer button to posts,
and a section of the homepage devoted to
the most popular threads. In 2017, ASN
hopes to highlight international members,
offer more events, and ensure communities have a bigger presence at ASN Kidney
Week 2017, which will take place October
31 to November 5, in New Orleans, LA.
Launching ASN Communities could
not have happened without members
willing to take a risk on a new platform
and give their time to make an experiment
work. Special thanks to the community
leaders, most active members, and beta
testers. ASN Communities are the society’s members, and ASN looks forward to
more growth and engagement in 2017.
Zach Cahill is Communities Associate at the
American Society of Nephrology
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