Policy Update
Kidney Health
Advocacy Day
Advances Key ASN
Legislative Priorities
The American Society of Nephrology (ASN) and the
American Association of Kidney Patients (AAKP) partnered together for the 10th Annual Kidney Health Advocacy Day on March 23. Advocates from both organizations met virtually with representatives, senators, and their
respective staffs to urge Congress to support key legislative
priorities including the following:
• supporting kidney health research at the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases
(NIDDK),
• funding kidney health innovation for Kidney Innovation Accelerator (KidneyX), and
• protecting living donors to increase organs available for
transplant.
Kidney research leads to the discovery of new methods
to detect kidney diseases, and an early diagnosis can allow
those at risk to be educated on how to slow disease progression and help prevent costly kidney failure requiring

dialysis or transplant. Kidney advocates called on Congress to champion a funding increase of no less than $285
million for NIDDK in fiscal year (FY) 2023, which would
enable NIDDK to fulfill its mission to conduct and support medical research and research training, to disseminate
science-based information on kidneys, and to support the
institute’s multi-pronged efforts toward the goal of health
equity.
Advocates also requested that Congress increase its
support for innovation in the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of kidney diseases by providing $25 million for
KidneyX in FY 2023. KidneyX has, so far, received $15
million in federal funding, having most recently received
$5 million in FY 2022. Increasing funding by matching ASN’s initial $25 million commitment to KidneyX
will allow the program to increase the support provided
to innovators competing in the current Artificial Kidney
Prize competition, as well as invest in other areas of kidney
health in need of innovation, such as improving the prevention and diagnosis of kidney diseases.
Lastly, advocates urged Congress to establish protections for living donors, principles laid out in legislation,
such as the Living Donor Protection Act (LDPA). A longstanding advocacy priority of ASN and the broader kidney health community, the LDPA guarantees that living
donors have access to life, disability, and long-term care
insurance with full coverage, without higher premiums,
and regardless of insurance status at the time of donation
and codifies that the Family and Medical Leave Act pro-

tects the employment of living donors after taking time off
to donate an organ.
Currently, as many as one in four living donors reports
significant difficulty in obtaining life, disability, and longterm care insurance, and fear of a loss of employment after
donating an organ is commonly expressed by living donors. The removal of these barriers to living donation is a
critical first step to increasing the number of organs available for transplantation. Long-time kidney champions
and co-sponsors of the legislation, Sen. Gillibrand, Sen.
Cotton, Rep. Nadler, and Rep. Herrera Beutler, are finalizing the text of the legislation, which kidney community
stakeholders stand ready to enact into law.
“Vocal constituents are essential in creating meaningful, person-centered policy,” said Zachary Kribs, ASN Senior Government Affairs Specialist. “The ASN and AAKP
members volunteering to meet with their Congressional
delegation help each office gain a better understanding
of the current state of kidney care, research, innovation,
and are the most important way members of Congress are
motivated to create a policy ecosystem that fosters kidney
health.”
ASN will build on the momentum of Kidney Health
Advocacy Day by continuing to collaborate with the kidney health and transplant community to advance key
2022 legislative priorities. Updates on progress made
throughout the year will be provided in subsequent issues
of Kidney News and in real time via @ASNAdvocacy on
Twitter.

Introducing The Role of the Kidney in Cardiovascular
Disease Educational Tools Contest, Sponsored by
the American Heart Association KCVD Council
By Matthew A. Sparks, MD, on behalf of the AHA KCVD Council

I

nspired by the success of the ASN Innovations in Kidney Education Contest,
the American Heart Association (AHA) Council on the Kidney in Cardiovascular Disease (KCVD) is launching a contest to promote educational tools
spanning heart disease and kidney diseases. Although the role of the kidney
in cardiovascular disease (CVD) is widely recognized among nephrologists, there is
a paucity of education about this among primary care practitioners, during medical school, and in residency training. Whereas novel therapies are continuing to be
developed (sodium glucose co-transporter 2 [SGLT2] inhibitors, for example), it is
imperative to develop new teaching tools that can be far reaching in scope and scale.
The Role of the Kidney in Cardiovascular Disease Educational Tools Contest
supports the creation of an educational tool aimed at educating physicians/clinicians, trainees, and students about the impact that chronic kidney disease portends
to CVD. The following are contest requirements:
• The teaching tool must
enhance the learner’s
understanding of kidney disease and CVD to
impact clinical decisionmaking or awareness.
The tool can be a video
series, interactive website, or a podcast.
• It must teach some aspect about the connection between the kidney and CVD through
clinical studies, basic
science, translational research, etc.

• One member of the submitting team must be an AHA member. Teams can consist of undergraduate, medical, or PhD students; trainees (resident, fellow, and
post-doc); faculty; practicing physicians; researchers; or other health professionals. Each member of the team can only be involved in one submission. A corresponding member must be denoted.
Applications are due June 9, 2022; see https://professional.heart.org/en/partners/scientific-councils/kcvd/awards-and-lectures/the-role-of-the-kidney-in-cardiovascular-disease-educational-tools-contest for more information.
The teaching tool will be submitted and judged based on the following merits:
• Kidney and cardiovascular disease must be featured.
• The tool must be easily accessible.
• The tool must have feasibility for creation (meaning it can be developed).
• A prototype of the tool should be submitted (does not have to be the final product).
•
•
•
•
•

Up to three teaching tools will be selected as winners with the following results:
Each team will receive up to $2000 for further development of the tool.
AHA’s Council on the Kidney in Cardiovascular Disease will publicize the tool.
Winners will be announced at AHA Scientific Sessions 2022.
The tool will be linked on the AHA website with a description.
Each winner will make a video describing the tool.
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