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Michelle Denburg, MD
Dr. Denburg is associate professor of pediatrics and epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman School
of Medicine, director of research and attending physician
in the Division of Nephrology at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, and senior scholar in the Center for Clinical
Epidemiology & Biostatistics at the University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Denburg’s research centers on complications of
childhood kidney diseases, including chronic kidney disease, glomerular disease, and kidney stone disease, with a focus on bone health and
mineral metabolism. She is the principal investigator of multiple NIH-funded pediatric
studies in these populations that have provided a rich array of resources and support for
her mentees. She is co-principal investigator in the Chronic Kidney Disease Biomarkers Consortium and leads a multi-institutional learning network focused on improving
health and well-being in children with glomerular disorders.
In her many leadership and research roles, Dr. Denburg has devoted considerable
time, expertise, and resources to mentoring clinical fellows and junior faculty members
from many subspecialties, including nephrology, endocrinology, urology, and gastroenterology. She has also worked with undergraduate students, medical students, pediatric
residents, and biostatistics graduate students.
Her mentoring has also been recognized by the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
with its Carole Marcus Mid-Career Award to Promote Career Development and Mentoring in Pediatric Research.
Dr. Denburg received her medical degree from the Weill Medical College of Cornell
University and her Master of Science in clinical epidemiology from the University of
Pennsylvania. She completed her residency at Columbia University School of Medicine
and her pediatric nephrology fellowship at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Distinguished Researcher Award
Award Criteria
Recognizes individuals who have made substantial research contributions to the discipline of nephrology
■
Displays innovation and excellence in research to advance the science and/or practice
of nephrology
■

Jodie L. Babitt, MD
Dr. Babitt is associate professor of medicine at Harvard
Medical School and director of translational research in the
nephrology division of Massachusetts General Hospital.
An active clinician, educator, and mentor, Dr. Babitt is
also the principal investigator of an NIH-funded laboratory
conducting fundamental and translational research into the
molecular basis and treatment of iron disorders.
Dr. Babitt made the seminal discovery that the bone
morphogenetic protein signaling pathway has a central role
in controlling expression of the iron regulatory hormone hepcidin to govern systemic iron
homeostasis. Her work has shed important mechanistic insight into the pathophysiology
of anemia of chronic kidney disease (CKD), hereditary hemochromatosis, beta-thalassemia, and other iron disorders.
She has built on these fundamental discoveries to pioneer the use of novel biologic and
small molecule agents to treat the anemia of CKD and other iron disorders.
Dr. Babitt currently serves on the board of directors of the International BioIron Society and as co-chair of the committee updating the Kidney Disease: Improving Global
Outcomes (KDIGO) clinical practice guideline on anemia management in CKD.
She has received numerous honors for her work, including the International BioIron
Society Marcel Simon Award for excellence in hemochromatosis research.
Dr. Babitt graduated from Harvard Medical School and the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Health Sciences and Technology Program. She completed her residency
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and a nephrology fellowship at Massachusetts
General Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
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Steven G. Coca, DO, MS
Dr. Coca is associate professor of medicine at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York City,
where he is also associate chair for clinical and translational
research in the Department of Internal Medicine and director of clinical research in the Division of Nephrology.
His research focuses on the epidemiology of acute kidney injury and chronic kidney disease (CKD), with particular emphasis on the role of blood and urine biomarkers for
risk stratification. Dr. Coca has been at the forefront of efforts to implement bioprognostic tests in diabetic kidney disease, testing the clinical utility
of prognostic, predictive, and efficacy biomarkers in several large cohort studies.
He has also investigated machine-learning techniques and multi-dimensional data
acquisition to create risk-stratification tools related to CKD and studied the impact of
exercise on longitudinal changes in the kidney.
Since 2005, Dr. Coca has published 193 peer-reviewed research articles, reviews, and
editorials and given numerous talks at national and international conferences and academic medical centers. He has served as a research mentor for 14 nephrology fellows as
well as many postdoctoral fellows, internal medicine residents, and junior faculty members.
He serves on the editorial boards of JASN, CJASN, and Kidney International and as an
associate editor of Kidney360.
Dr. Coca received his medical degree from the University of New England College of
Osteopathic Medicine. He completed his residency, nephrology fellowship, and Master
of Science in epidemiology and public health at the Yale University School of Medicine.

Congressional Kidney
Caucus Co-Chairs to Discuss
Kidney Health Policy
Representatives
Suzan DelBene
(WA-01)
and
Larry Bucshon,
MD
(IN-08),
leading
voices
in Congress for
improving
the
health of the 37
million Americans living with
Rep. Suzan DelBene
Rep. Larry Bucshon
kidney diseases,
will deliver the Christopher R. Blagg, MD, Endowed Lectureship on “Inside
the Beltway: Why Everyone is a Stakeholder in Kidney Health Policy.”
As co-chairs of the Congressional Kidney Caucus, the representatives have
shaped the development of kidney health policy, including emphasizing earlier detection, prevention, and patient choice in treatment. Longstanding advocates for innovation, Reps. DelBene and Bucshon are staunch proponents
of KidneyX. Their leadership has resulted in multiple years of federal funding
and widespread recognition for the program and its mission to accelerate innovation in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of kidney diseases.
Reps. DelBene and Bucshon will discuss the role of the Congressional
Kidney Caucus in establishing health policy, why increasing innovation and
improving the US transplant system are essential for improving care, and
how kidney health professionals can help systemic problems in kidney health
and build a future that centers on patient experience, choice, and outcomes.
Before election to Congress in 2012, Rep. DelBene worked in the biotechnology industry as an executive and entrepreneur. She helped start drugstore.com as its vice president of marketing and store development, served as
CEO and president of business software company Nimble Technology, and
spent 12 years at Microsoft, most recently as corporate vice president of the
company’s mobile communications business. Rep. Bucshon is a board-certified cardiothoracic surgeon who practiced surgery for 15 years before being
elected to Congress, serving as chief of cardiothoracic surgery and medical
director of the open heart recovery intensive care unit at St. Mary’s Hospital
and as president of Ohio Valley HeartCare.
Rep. DelBene received a BA from Reed College and a masters in business
administration from the University of Washington Foster School of Business.
Rep. Bucshon received a BS from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a Doctor of Medicine from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

