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Disparities in Healthcare to be
Focus of Eknoyan Lecture
A Duke University physician will present the Garabed
Eknoyan, MD, Endowed Lectureship on Friday, November 5, on “Elephant in the Room: Sex and Racial
Disparities in Kidney Transplantation.”
The speaker will be L. Ebony Boulware, MD,
MPH, who is the Eleanor Easley distinguished professor of medicine, director of the Duke Clinical and
Translational Science Institute, vice dean for translational science, and associate vice chancellor for translational research in the School of Medicine at Duke
University. She also serves as chief of the Division of
General Internal Medicine.
L. Ebony Boulware, MD,
Dr. Boulware is a general internist and clinical epiMPH
demiologist focused on improving health and health equity for individuals and communities affected by chronic
conditions such as kidney disease and hypertension. A national thought leader in health
equity, she has identified patient, clinician, system, and community-level barriers that result in disparate outcomes for Black people and other underserved groups. She investigates
the influence of attitudinal, social, and environmental contexts as well as healthcare provider and health-system practices that contribute to inequities in health outcomes.
Using pragmatic trials, Dr. Boulware has developed successful interventions, shaped
guidelines, raised physician awareness, and changed clinical practice. Throughout her
work, she has sought to improve transparency and trustworthiness in science and medicine.
Dr. Boulware frequently engages community members, patients, family members, and
other stakeholders in her research to develop sustainable interventions to improve health.
Her research has been continuously funded by the National Institutes of Health, PatientCentered Outcomes Research Institute, Health Resources and Services Administration,
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and several foundations.
She has published more than 180 manuscripts, editorials, and book chapters.
Dr. Boulware received an MD from Duke University and an MPH from the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She completed her medical training as a
resident and chief resident at the University of Maryland, followed by a general internal
medicine research fellowship at Johns Hopkins.
She became a faculty member in the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and
Bloomberg School of Public Health in 2002. In 2013, she joined Duke University as chief
of the Division of General Internal Medicine. Dr. Boulware is an elected member of the
American Society for Clinical Investigation, National Academy of Medicine, and American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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Schrier Lectureship to Focus on
Oxygen Biology and Metabolism

Masaomi Nangaku, MD,
PhD

The Robert W. Schrier, MD, Endowed Lectureship will
focus on “Oxygen Biology and Metabolism in the Kidneys” on Friday, November 5.
The speaker will be Masaomi Nangaku, MD, PhD,
who is vice dean, professor, and head of the Division of
Nephrology and Endocrinology at The University of Tokyo Graduate School of Medicine.
Dr. Nangaku’s scientific achievements extend to both
basic studies of oxygen biology and clinical trials in anemia in chronic kidney disease and diabetic kidney disease.
His research efforts include chronic hypoxia and oxidative
stress as a common pathway to kidney failure, diabetic
kidney disease, acute kidney injury, and anemia in kidney
disease patients. His goal is to apply knowledge gained
from the bench to the bedside in order to advance clinical

medicine and patient care.
His research has led to the publication of more than 360 original articles and 90 review
articles in international journals. He has given 110 invited talks at international academic
meetings.
Dr. Nangaku is president of the Asian Pacific Society of Nephrology. He is also deputy
chair of the research workgroup of the International Society of Nephrology, executive advisor to the Japanese Society of Nephrology, vice president of the Japanese Society of Internal
Medicine, and a member of the continuous professional development committee of ASN.
He has served as a member of the scientific program committee for ASN meetings, chair
of the scientific program committee of the 2016 Asian Pacific Congress of Nephrology, and
chair of the program committee of the 2019 World Congress of Nephrology. He was also
a co-organizer of the first Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology focusing
on kidney disease.
Dr. Nangaku is a member of the editorial board of several journals and is currently serving his second term as an associate editor of Kidney International. He was a member of the
emergency medical rescue team at Japan’s great earthquake in 2011.
Among many awards, he received a young investigator award from the Japanese Society
of Nephrology.
Dr. Nangaku is a graduate of The University of Tokyo School of Medicine. He completed a research fellowship in nephrology at the University of Washington in Seattle.

Glomerular Conditions Expert to Speak on Mechanisms of Disease
A researcher who has spent more than 20 years investigating glomerular diseases will speak on “From Morphology
to Mechanisms,” in the Michelle P. Winn, MD, Endowed
Lectureship.
Vivette D’Agati, MD, is the Delafield professor of pathology and cell biology at Columbia University Medical
Center in New York City, where she has served as director of the Renal Pathology Division since 1984. She will
speak on Friday, November 5.
Dr. D’Agati directs one of the largest renal pathology
laboratories in the country, which processes approximately 4800 renal biopsies annually. This large biopsy practice
Vivette D’Agati, MD
has facilitated her research into characterization of emerging glomerular diseases.
Her major research interests are mechanisms of glomerular and tubulointerstitial injury
in podocytopathies, immune-mediated glomerulonephritis, and toxic tubulopathies. Her
research team has explored how pathologic forms of injury manifest clinically, how disease
biomarkers can inform treatment, and the pathogenetic mechanisms governing distinct
morphologic patterns of injury.
Her basic research has focused primarily on mechanisms of podocyte dysregulation, injury and depletion in primary and secondary forms of focal segmental glomerulosclerosis (FSGS), and how such dysregulation promotes progressive chronic kidney disease. Her

work in animal models has led to characterization of molecular mechanisms of podocyte
injury in HIV-associated nephropathy, primary FSGS, and diabetic nephropathy.
Her research team’s access to large-scale biopsy results has facilitated the discovery and
characterization of new glomerulopathies and emerging forms of drug toxicity, such as
immunoglobulin (Ig)A-dominant post-staphylococcal glomerulonephritis, proliferative
glomerulonephritis with monoclonal IgG deposits, smoking-related glomerulopathy, phosphate nephropathy, and the nephrotoxicity of bisphosphonates and anabolic steroids.
Dr. D’Agati has published more than 500 peer-reviewed papers and 80 book chapters.
She has co-edited six textbooks on renal pathology, including the latest edition of Heptinstall’s Pathology of the Kidney.
For the past three decades, she has organized an annual postgraduate course on renal biopsy in kidney diseases that some 200 international registrants attend. She lectures regularly
at symposia and courses at national and international meetings.
She served as president of the Renal Pathology Society and on the editorial boards of five
journals.
She has received many awards, including the Jacob Churg Award for lifetime achievement from the Renal Pathology Society, a distinguished alumnus award from New York
Presbyterian Hospital, and the Edward N. Gibbs Award in Nephrology from the New York
Academy of Medicine.
Dr. D’Agati received her MD from New York University School of Medicine. She completed a residency in anatomic pathology and a National Kidney Foundation-sponsored
fellowship in renal pathology at Columbia University Medical Center.

