Saturday, October 27, 2018

LEADING THE FIGHT AGAINST KIDNEY DISEASES

STATE-OF-THE-ART LECTURE

PLENARY SESSION

NIDDK Director to Speak
on Sickle Cell Anemia

S

ickle Cell Anemia: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” is the title of a state-of-the-art lecture
to be delivered by Griffin P. Rodgers, MD, director of the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) on Saturday,
October 27.
Dr. Rodgers was named NIDDK director in
2007, after serving as the institute’s deputy director
since 2001. In his position as director, he provides
scientific leadership and manages a staff of over 600
employees and a $2 billion budget.
Dr. Rodgers is widely recognized for research that
Griffin P. Rodgers, MD
led to the development of the first effective therapy
for sickle cell anemia. The drug, hydroxyurea, was
the first approved by the Food and Drug Administration to treat the disease and has
increased survival rates.
In addition, he and his collaborators have reported on a modified blood stemcell transplant regimen that is highly effective in reversing sickle cell disease in adults
and is associated with relatively low toxicity. Early studies have found that more than
half of patients treated were able to stop anti-rejection medications one year after the
transplant, meaning they had achieved “stable mixed-donor chimerism,” a condition
in which a person has two types of cells in their blood.
His research has led to more than 250 original research articles, reviews, and book
chapters. He has edited four books and monographs and holds three patents.
He has been honored for his research with numerous awards, including the Richard and Hinda Rosenthal Foundation Award, the Arthur S. Flemming Award from
George Washington University, and the Legacy of Leadership Award from Howard
University Hospital, among others.
Dr. Rodgers received his medical degree from Brown University. He performed his
residency in internal medicine at Barnes Hospital at Washington University and chief
residency in internal medicine at the John Cochran VA in St. Louis. His fellowship
training in hematology was in a joint program of the National Institutes of Health
with George Washington University. In addition to his medical and research training,
he earned an MBA with a focus on the business of medicine and science from Johns
Hopkins University.

Dr. Rodgers to Receive
the ASN President’s Medal
NIDDK Director Griffin P. Rodgers, MD, will be honored with the ASN President’s Medal on Saturday, October 27. Dr. Rodgers’ scientific leadership and management of NIDDK are widely recognized as providing a catalyst for generating
discoveries that will ultimately cure kidney diseases. A tireless advocate for people
with kidney diseases, he is also widely known for his work on sickle cell anemia.
Each year, ASN awards the ASN President’s Medal to individuals who have helped
advance the society’s mission to “lead the fight against kidney disease by educating
health professionals, sharing new knowledge, advancing research, and advocating
the highest quality care for patients.”

ASN to Bestow
Belding H. Scribner Award
on John T. Daugirdas

John T. Daugirdas, MD

The Belding H. Scribner Award will be tendered
to John T. Daugirdas, MD, FASN, on Saturday,
October 27, for his career-long contributions
to the practice of nephrology. Dr. Daugirdas is
Clinical Professor of Medicine in the Division of
Nephrology and Hypertension at the University
of Illinois at Chicago.
Established in 1995, the Belding H. Scribner Award is presented to individuals who have
made outstanding contributions to the care of
patients with renal disorders or have substantially influenced the clinical practice of nephrology. Dr. Daugirdas has made significant contributions in patient care, research, and service to

professional organizations.
Dr. Daugirdas has spent many years investigating how best to use various
forms of dialysis to treat patients who have CKD. He has focused on two
areas of critical importance to dialysis patients: dialysis adequacy and dialysis
hypotension.
Under his leadership, the University of Illinois participated as a Clinical
Center in the HEMO Trial, a major randomized trial looking at dialysis adequacy. He also participated in the Frequent Hemodialysis Network Trials,
which evaluated the potential benefits of dialysis given more frequently than
3 times per week.
Dr. Daugirdas is co-editor of the Handbook of Dialysis and editor of the
Handbook of Chronic Kidney Disease Management. In 1995, he founded a Web
journal, Hypertension, Dialysis and Clinical Nephrology, which continues to
highlight advances in nephrology including articles, abstracts, and meeting
presentations. He is current editor of Hemodialysis International.
He serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of the American Society of
Nephrology, American Journal of Chronic Kidney Disease, American Journal of
Nephrology, and Nephron Clinical Practice. He has previously been on the editorial boards of Kidney International, International Journal of Artificial Organs,
American Society for Artificial Internal Organs (ASAIO) Journal, Dialysis and
Transplantation, Journal of Blood Purification, and American Journal of Kidney
Diseases.
He has served on guideline-writing committees, the ASAIO program committee and membership committee, the International Society of Nephrology
informatics committee, meeting planning committees of the National Kidney
Foundation, National Institutes of Health committees, and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services technical expert panels.
Dr. Daugirdas is a graduate of Northwestern University’s Honors Program
in Medical Education at Chicago. He completed a surgical internship at Boston University, a surgical residency at McGill University in Montreal, and an
internal medicine residency and nephrology fellowship at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Hines, Ill.

Nancy Day Adams to Be Given Robert G. Narins Award
for Contributions in Education

Nancy Day Adams, MD

Nancy Day Adams, MD, will receive the Robert G.
Narins Award on Saturday, October 27, for her many
efforts in education and training the next generation
of nephrologists.
Dr. Adams is professor emeritus after retiring as
professor of clinical medicine in nephrology at the
University of Connecticut Health Center in Farmington. She retired in March 2017 as chief of the division
of nephrology, a position she held for more than 20
years. She was also training program director in nephrology for a similar time.
She has been active in medical education throughout her career, teaching in all four years of medical

school. She headed the Liaison Committee on Medical Education task force for the
school of medicine and was a women’s liaison officer to the American Association of
Medical Colleges. She was the founding director of electives for pre-clinical medical students, participating in curriculum reform. She has been involved in resident and fellow
teaching and served as mentor, adviser, and career counselor for many future specialists.
For ASN, Dr. Adams served as director of education for fellowship training, chaired
the training program directors’ executive committee, and was a founding member of the
Workforce and Training Committee. She served as point person for nephrology on the
Association of Specialty Professors Council. She was program chair for two years of the
joint Women in Nephrology–ASN professional development seminar. She also served
on the education committee of the American Society for Bone and Mineral Research.
She was active in conducting patient-centered research, including retrospective reviews of dialysis care in prisoners and patients with genetic diseases.

